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1. BEight artillery pieces are located directly norilwest of a chain of hills
Imown as Zilie Xalni, cr Blue Mountains s on the rorthern tip of Kurland,
Latvian S5R. This deferse system, made up ol eight-inch guns which are
emplaced in well-camouflaged underzround birire™: , was installed to protect
Kurland from landings, to coordinate fire wiih v 'f iries on the southern tip
of Saaremea Island, and to give complete control .wer Irben Sound, the .
entrance to the Gulf of Riga. Fach gun 1s locatci 7our to five hundred
meters from the next gon., and the eight pieces fov a defense line whioh
extends for about four kilometers along the coast. The guns are usually
fired in salvos of four at a time,

2+ On the south gide of the Zilie Kalni hills, in the lirsction of Dundaga
{57 31 N = 22 50 E), Latvian SSR, the Soviets have completed and extended an
airfield which they began in 1940-41, and which war used by the Germans
during their occupation. This field is about thres clometers long by two
and one=half kilometers wide, and squadrans of median bombers have been
observed landing and taking off from the field., Uni wground storage depots
and extensive shops arc located near the field, but 10 definite information
is available on the exact location of such installationg., It is rumored
that V-bomb installaticns are being constructed on tle rorthwestern side of
the airfield, in the neighhorhood of Slitere. The ertive ¢ivil population
of this part of Kurland has been evacuated from the vrea, which i3 strictly
prohibited %o civilians,
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; this area was ja a-Lland strong point.
th: Soviets prefer the

lght=2nch gun for coastal cefense because the weapon ! very effective
against landing craft.
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